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It seems paradoxical to say that we, at one and the
same time, prevent motion and effect a change fromflexion to complete extension. This calls to mind
the peculiar condition of an inflamed joint, a condi¬
tion in which the muscles in reflex contraction hold
the joint motionless, and yet not so rigidly motion¬
less but that it may be moved by a force gentle, con¬
tinuous, painless and harmless. In the hip-joint
advantage is taken of this peculiar kind of immo¬
bilization, which is better called fixation, to correct
the bad position of the limb, without mechanical
force, by inducing the patient to adopt habitual atti¬
tudes and motions, chiefly the habit of walking in
natural rhythm, in which a normal position of the
limb gives the patient more convenience in locomo¬
tion than a deformed position. With the mechan¬
ical advantages found in the knee, however, we can
change the position of the joint, regardless of the
patient's habits or convenience, by directljT applying
force through the leverage of the fixative splint.
In this affection, as in all others producing de¬
formity and disability through osteitis, the best ulti¬
mate result is to be sought incidentally while our
principal efforts are directed to the promotion of
recovery by the arrest of function. Fortunately, in
white swelling of the knee the means of arresting
motion, or fixing the joint, are identical with those
with which the final good position of the limb is
secured.
2. In the second place, we must relieve the affectedjoint from bearing weight in standing and walking,,
a problem very easy of solution by the use of a pair
of crutches and a high sole on the well foot. But
axillary crutches, though sometimes necessary, may
in almost all cases occurring in orthopedic practice,
be laid aside in favor of the perineal or ischiatic
crutch. This, in its simplest form, consists of a
steel upright, ending below in a foot-piece, shod withleather, and above in a horizontal semi-circular pel¬
vic band, covered with leather, or better with hard
rubber, carrying a padded strap for the reception of
the os innominatum. The same apparatus is used
in the treatment of hip disease in certain stages,
except that in white swelling of the knee the rigid
knee-piece is discarded. It is useful in order to pre¬
vent motion at the knee, which is harmful in hip
disease, because it is inevitably accompanied by
motion at the hip. It is useless in the disease now
under consideration because arrest of motion at the
knee is secured by the fixative splint already de¬
scribed. The ischiatic crutch is provided with a
shoulder strap by which the weight of the apparatus
is transferred to the opposite shoulder in walking
and with the ordinary knee strap of webbing and
the leather ankle strap. The upright should be
adjustable in length to accommodate the growth of
the patient or, if there are many patients, uprights
of different lengths may be kept in readiness. Like
any other crutch it is laid aside at night.
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In September last I was requested to examine a
colored woman under a warrant for insanity. She had
been married about ten years and had never been
pregnant. On inquiry, it was learned that she had
never menstruated. Examination revealed a hymen
intact; very dense and tough. This condition
seemed a probable explanation of all the symptoms
present, and it was determined that an operation
was indicated.
In presence of, and assisted by Drs. J. S. Stribling
and H. R. Hines, I proceeded to operate for what I
supposed an imperfect hymen only. After open¬
ing the tissues ordinarily making the structure, I
failed to reach a cavity beyond ; and by keeping one
finger in the rectum as a guide, continued the
dissection in the proper direction for the vagina,
until at a depth of three or three and a half
inches, a small opening or cul-de-sac was found;
and, protruding into it from above was a bodythought to be the uterus; but as the os could not
be found by digital examination, the opening
was sponged out and a Sim's speculum introduced,
which enabled us to determine that the posterior
portion of the bladder was the organ exposed by the
operation—that portion depending below the fold ofthe peritoneum—just where the mouth of the womb
would be in a normal case. To prove the correctness
of the opinion as to the organ exposed, the bladder
was catheterized which caused it to contract and
pass out of sight.
Thorough exploration of the parts was made, with
the conviction on the part of all present, that the
woman had no womb. She was dressed antiseptic-
ally and put to bed ; recovering from the operation
in a few days.
SELECTIONS.
OPENING OF THE ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL.
The Army Medical School was opened November 1 in the
Library and Museum Building ot the Surgeon General's
Office, Washington, D. C. The Surgeon General, the mem¬
bers of the Faculty, the passed candidates and a number of
medical men interested in the development of this new idea,
gathered in the assembly room of the School at a little
before 3 p.m. Colonel Alden, as President of the Faculty,
opened the proceedings.
Surgeon General Sternberg's address occupied about half
an hour. He expressed his gratification at meeting his
audience under the particular conditions of the occasion,
and congratulated the passed candidates on the facilities
which the School would afford them of learning from the
practical experience of others what would otherwise cost
them years of apprenticeship with perhaps many a mistake
which they would have wished rather to have avoided. He
congratulated them on having for teachers men who had
been schooled in the practical work of the Army Medical
Department, during the progress of a great war, and who
were able now to review their early experiences in the light
of a fuller knowledge than they possessed at the time. He
thanked these officers for the earnest and helpful support
they had given to his efforts for the establishment of the
School and for the time and labor they had expended, while
heavily charged with other important duties, in perfecting
the arrangements for the course which was now commenced.
This course would be a valuable one to the Medical Depart¬
ment of the Army, as well as to the individual officers.
Young officers who were fortunate enough to be able to
take advantage of it would perhaps never realize its full
value. Only those who had experienced the difficulties,
annoyances and anxieties which it would be the object of
this course to prevent, could fully appreciate its value.
Up to this time a young medical man on being commis
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